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We had great attendance on our first day of school. It warmed my heart to see students and 
teachers working together again. Many students watched this read aloud about virtual learning 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BYQyVRWzRmw  
 
As we settle into the school year the majority of communications will come directly from the 
classroom teacher. I will send out a newsletter each Monday. I am sending the letter to all of the 
email addresses registered in our school information system. Last week, some parents reported 
not receiving emails from the school. We have checked the system to make sure all of the email 
addresses we have are selected. We will also update email addresses as we process 
registrations. Until we can be certain that everyone who wants an email is receiving one, the 
newsletter will also be posted to the school’s website (which can be accessed through the 
district homepage). 
 
This week you will receive a Household Information Report from KPS. It is important that 
every family complete this form, regardless of income, and return it in the pre-paid envelope. 
Only one form per family is needed.  
 
30 minutes a day is the Winchell way, even during remote learning. Please make sure your child 
has a good book and is reading independently each night. In a typical school day, students in 
grades 2-5 read for 30 minutes independently and are expected to read an additional 30 
minutes at home.  In kindergarten and first grade, the 30 minutes can be a family read aloud, 
taking turns or a mix of both. Also feel free to break the 30 minutes into manageable chunks 
while students build up their stamina. Accelerated Reader will be available to all students but is 
not yet active for this school year. Look for more information on Accelerated Reader next week.  
 
Also related to AR is our summer reading challenging. Students in grades 2-5 were challenged 
to read and test on the seven books they received form the district over the summer. I am 
compiling lists this week and will announce those who met the challenge in next week’s 
newsletter. Once we have the final tally, t-shirts will be ordered for those students who 
completed the challenge.   
 
The First Day Shoe Fund is holding a back to school event on September September 18 and 19 
from 9:00-5:30 pm.  Interested Winchell families are asked to attend September 19 from 11-1 
but families will be helped any time they can make the event.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BYQyVRWzRmw

